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Day or Night 

You can get to the data as you need it 

Use Your KGS Library  
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tax deductible 

Call 316-265-8676 
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Kansas Geological Foundation 

1704 S. Baehr 
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The Kansas Geological Society Bulletin, which is published bimonthly in electronic format, seeks short papers dealing with any 

aspect of Kansas geology, including petroleum geology, studies of producing oil or gas fields, and outcrop or conceptual studies. 

Maximum length of papers is 6 pages as they appear in the Bulletin, including text, references, figures and/or tables, and figure/

table captions. Inquiries regarding manuscripts should be sent to manager@kgslibrary.com or mailed to 1704 S. Baehr, Wichita, 

KS  67209. Specific guidelines for manuscript submission appear in each issue of the Bulletin, which can also be accessed on-line 

at the Kansas Geological Society web site at http://www.kgslibrary.com  
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SOCIETY Technical Meetings 

Please remember to check the website for the most up to date information on Technical Talks 

http://www.kgslibrary.com/techtalks.cfm 

Note: For those geologists who need 30 professional development hours (pdh) to renew their licenses, there 

will be a sign-in sheet at each presentation and also a certificate of attendance. 

All Technical Meetings will be on Zoom 
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1704 S. Baehr 
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By now the last real oil boom is a distant memory. 

 

 From what I have read and heard, the current low-

price environment in the oil markets will continue at least 

into next year. There seems to be some glimmer of hope 

on the horizon, as many industry experts and analysts are 

predicting continued growth in oil demand, at least to the 

end of the decade. Today the world is awash in oil, how-

ever the unprecedented production coming from the Per-

mian Basin over the last several years cannot continue in-

definitely, and producers from small to large are reducing 

capital expenditures, which will inevitably slow produc-

tion growth in the coming years. The price of natural gas 

is beginning to show some improvement, this may be sustainable with demand for LNG increas-

ing, as with demand for gas used in power generation. 

 Many of our best and brightest have grown old (or not), passed on, and left us. These were 

the real characters, some of them have been my inspiration in this business over the years, and 

perhaps some of them inspired you as well. Those who came before us saw their share of ups and 

downs, and tough times. I might suggest that a pertinent strategy for these times is that of survival. 

Those who can make it through the tough times may be rewarded when the better days finally 

come. I think we can all agree that the Kansas oil patch is not what it used to be; acknowledging 

that, we are still here and the patch is still supporting tens of thousands of jobs in this state and re-

mains an important component of the Kansas and regional economies.  There is much more work 

to be done, and much more oil and gas to be discovered and produced. 

 Our organization is now in its 103rd year of existence, not many others can claim this. 

 There are many trends working against the future longevity of our organization, some of 

these are socio-economic in nature, and are largely, if not wholly out of our control. There are, 

however, other trends, which are more philosophical, or spiritual in nature, which are having a 

significant effect on the attitudes and opinions held both by those outside our industry, and by 

those of us currently engaged in it. Here is a truth which goes far too often unstated: Attitude de-

termines outcome. This adage has been proven time and again through both the most triumphant, 

and the most tragic of human events. Humanity could neither have put a man on the moon, nor in-

flicted the most heinous genocide without the prevailing attitudes and convictions of many, about 

what could, and should be done. The future of humanity will always be guided by our attitudes 

and beliefs. The future of the Kansas Geological Society is also primarily determined by the atti-

tudes and beliefs of its members. 



 

 There is currently an attitude held by many members of our organization, that the Kansas 

Geological Society should hand over our digital library, and our responsibility of preserving 

Kansas oil and gas data, to the State Geological Survey; and furthermore, that much of the as 

yet undigitized and thus unpreserved data which is present within our building, should simply 

be discarded. 

 If you are not holding similar beliefs to those stated above, this attitude towards the future 

of our Society, and the data which many have entrusted us to preserve, should shock you. It 

shocks me. There is a reason why our Society was founded as a private, not public/government 

organization by members who had a common interest in the future access to and preservation 

of oil and gas data. Indeed, the State Geological Survey did exist at the time of our founding, 

but at the risk of getting too political, I will tell you that the prevailing ATTITUDE 103 years 

ago was to not rely upon the government to do what the people could and should do for them-

selves.  There is no doubt in my mind that fewer people hold that same attitude today. 

I  have heard multiple members speak of what a great job our State Geological Survey is 

doing in its current form, and under their current leadership. While my enthusiasm towards the 

current iteration of the Survey is more tempered, I have no doubt that they have many bright, 

capable, and well-meaning people among their leadership and ranks.  That said, the prevailing 

attitude held by much of the administrative class, is more ñleftò leaning. Regardless of our in-

dividual political beliefs, surely, we can agree that the ñleftò is neither a friend of the oil and 

gas industry, nor of private industry in general.  

 As a geologist actively engaged in the exploration and production of hydrocarbons in 

Kansas, I rely upon both the State Survey website, and the Societyôs Walters Digital Library as 

vital online resources on an almost daily basis. We are very fortunate indeed to have such vast 

resources of data at our fingertips for working the subsurface of Kansas. Dare I say that Kansas 

has THE BEST interactive map of oil and gas data of all the producing states in the Survey 

website, and the Societyôs WDL is without a doubt the most complete repository of oil and gas 

data available online for Kansas. Individuals working on behalf of both organizations have 

utilized their talents and have put in countless hours of thought and toil to get both resources 

ready and available for our use today. 

 The state of access to data for the oil and gas industry in Kansas is hardly broken, it is 

really quite excellent actually; though it could and should continue to improve. Vital to that 

continued improvement is YOUR engagement as a member of the Kansas Geological Society! 

You may or may not be aware of the struggles which our organization has undergone in the 

last few years; many of which have only come to light more recently. I will tell you that the 
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Kansas Geological Society has suffered a crisis of mismanagement for years. Myself and oth-

ers have been putting vast amounts of our time, effort and even money into keeping this or-

ganization going while fixing problems which have persisted in the background for far too 

long. I am pleased to tell you, that our Society is on a much firmer footing today, our efforts 

are paying off. However, things will quickly deteriorate without continuing vigilance.  

 The Kansas Geological Society has had a small, yet consistent list of individuals who 

have stepped up to volunteer and serve on our various committees and Boards of Directors 

over the years. I believe that for the most part, these folks (and I am included among them), 

have done a good job trying to represent the membership with what they had to work with. 

Much of what they had to work with was an appalling lack of clarity and communication be-

tween Library staff and the Board. For now, at least, that situation is no more. While the Board 

of Directors is currently well apprised of the state of affairs within our organization, what will 

allow that status quo to persist?  Having the same people serve on the Board, on committees, 

and as volunteers, not only discourages new people with new ideas from bringing in a fresh 

perspective, but it also creates complacency and burnout among those who consistently serve. 

Please step up and run for a Board position or volunteer a little of your time to help on a com-

mittee or with some of the various projects the Society and Library needs done. Despite what 

you might think, or what you might have been told, I promise you that YOUR opinion matters. 

This organization needs different perspectives, it needs to be in touch with our membership, 

but it canôt be if our membership doesnôt step up and get involved! Also, VOTE! That is im-

portant too. 

 I realize that a lot of our members live outside of Wichita, and some even out of state. I 

appreciate you all, and I understand that coming to all the events, or serving on the Board is 

not practical for you. Even so, you can still make your voice heard. Write us an email, send a 

letter, make a phone call, and yes please VOTE! 

 I address all our members when I say that our organization will not survive, let alone 

thrive without your participation. 

 The Kansas Geological Society cannot survive without YOU! 

 It has been an honor to serve as your President this year. I hope that you and your loved 

ones all enjoy a safe and happy holiday season. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Seth Evenson 



Big thanks to Beth Isern for planning 

the KGS/KGF mixer at Wichita Brew-

ing Company Delano Brew Pub. 

Thank you to all of the sponsors for  

their generous support. 

 

There was a nice crowd to enjoy the 

beers and great hors dôoeurveôs. 

Try the WBC Delano Brew Pub for 

some great beers and food. 
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 The 2025 AAPG MCS meeting was, in my opinion, well attended and a financial success. 

I wish to extend my great gratitude to Troy Johnson,  general chair, for the tremendous effort 

that he maintained throughout the many weeks of preparation.  The bi-weekly on line meet-

ings, on Google Meet, that many of the committee members attended, were informative and 

kept us focused.  Molly Turko and Steve Ladner provided Troy with guidance and tireless ef-

fort with the marketing and website creation.   

 Wichita area KGS members and industry friends in attendance at the MCS were: Doug 

Davis, Brian Fisher, Wes Hansen, Nick Hixson, Kerry Parham, Beth Isern, Toby Eck, Dave 

Clothier, Preston Doll, Seth Evenson, Jared Lies, Mike Bryan, Brian Wilhite, Paul Simpson, 

Tyson Flax and Ganganath Koralegedara.  If I missed anyone please forgive me. 

 Because the Kansas Geological Society has fewer large independent producers and ser-

vice companies, those years that the MCS falls to the KGS to run, will be held in Oklahoma 

City.  The next AAPG MCS will be hosted by the Tulsa Geological Society in 2027.  I person-

ally want to thank Paul Simpson and Trilobite Testing for participation as a sponsor, hosting a 

booth  in the exhibition hall, and presenting a short course on Drill Stem Testing.  There were 

no other Kansas service companies or oil producers that participated. This fact was most likely 

because of the real slow down in activity in Kansas this year.  I hope that the industry turns 

around before it is our next turn to host the MCS. 

 On pages 14-17 I have added some photos from the MCS and the Arbuckle Field trip that 

was held on October 10, 2025.  A big thanks to the field trip leaders Molly Turko, Jerry 

McCaskill and Lonnie Kennedy. 

 Let us all  endeavor to participate in AAPG meetings, field trips and educational opportu-

nities. 

 

Wes Hansen 

Editor 

2025 AAPG MCS Meeting 
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