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The Kansas Geological Society Bulletin, which is published bimonthly both irdeg@rgdand electronic format, seeks short papers
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SOCIETY Technical Meetings

KGS 2017 Technical Talks

No Technical Talks Until September

Please remember to check the website for the most up to date information on Technical Talks
http://www.kgslibrary.com/techtalks.cfm

Note: For those geologists who need 30 points to renew their licenses, there will be-inssgeet at each
presentation and also a certificate of attendance
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President s Letter

Greetings to all KGS Members!

Hot ti meé s u mmtame foi swimrnirge
poolsandice ol d | i bation (unl e}s
and a very beautiful and green summer it is! Likewise,| j
drilling activity continues at a steady clip despite the noi&
so steady oil price. Crops are now being harvested,

which will allow for increased drilling activity. We are,
however, saddened by the recent loss of giants in the i
dustry, such as Dan Merriam and Gus Messinger.

The society continues in its quest for a permanent li-
brary manager. Tammy Nichols is the interim manage
and continues the difficult task of maintaining the com-
plex nature of its many functions. She and her staff of
three (Rhonda, Angela, and Janice) have continued to
provide the membership with trusted high quality ser-
vice that all are accustomed.

Our large and complex collection of data is both unique and diverse. Both paper and digital r
cords will ensure our continued relevancy well into the future. Both the Society and Foundati
have recently decided to increase funding to the data integration process in order to accelera
completion; we are adding additional employees to this end. We have a priceless irreplaceal
asset of great historical and modern importance. | am committed to further enrichment of oul
collection and service to the public. Our financial standing remains strong.

The annual golf tournament is scheduled for Septemb¥fotanized by Robert Patton), and

the shooting tournament will be in October (organized by Larry Richardson). May this seasol
bring you good luck with the drill bit, and a surge in growth. Thank you for your continued sul|
port.

Paul Ramondetta
Kansas Geological Society President

www.kgslibrary.com 7
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The KGS Library is pleased to
announce a new service

Creating
LAS files
from our logs

or yours

$20.00 pe
curvell

Quick
turn-around

Send us your log file
or tell us which of
ours you would like

converted.

316265-86/76

Missing reference books and
periodicals from the KGS
Resource Room

| 6m channeling th
departed friend Bob Slamal. Bob was de-
termined to organize all of the text books,
survey bulletins and various publications
that are in the resource room at the KGS
Library. He spent countless hours on his
own time to accomplish this task. Many
years back, before his untimely death, he
instituted a checkout policy for these ma-
terials. Cards were filled out with the bor-
rowers name and publication, then placed
in an envelope on the shelf where the pub-
lication was removed.

Recently | noticed many of these en-
velopes on the shelves and began to perus
them. Many items have been gone for
year s. | 6m asking
check your reference materials for these
mi ssing items. | 6 m
marked as KGS property.

Please help me in this endeavor.

Wes Hansen
Editor

www.kgslibrary.com



Memorial

Memorial to Daniel Francis Merriam
19271 2017
By Lawrence H. Skelton

Daniel Francis Merriam, Doctor Dan to many friends and colleagues throughout the g
logical profession, died at his home in Lawrence, Kansas on 26 April 2017. He was the so
Faye M. Merriam and Amanda F. Merriam and was born 9 February 1927 in Omaha, Ne-
braska. Dands father was a mechanical en
during his childhood. While still in high school, Dan enlisted in the United States Navy und
delayed enlistment program and reported to boot camp following graduation. After basic tr
ing, he was assigned to the battleship, U.S.S Washington and then to the U.S.S. Callao, a
ship, serving as a fireman on both. While serving on the Callao on the East Coast, Dan me
nie Laura Young in Virginia. They married on 12 February 1946 in the Philadelphia Navy Y
chapel.

Discharged from the Navy soon after the end of World War Il, Dan enrolled at the Uni
sity of Kansas where he received the B.S. degree in geology in 1949; followed by an M.S.
1953 and Ph.D. in 1961. Studying under the renowned Raymond Cecil Moore at K.U., Dal
was classmates in graduate school with Paul Enos, Lee Gerhard, Bill Hambleton, John He
baugh, Don Hattin, Phil Heckel and Calvin Noah. Dan was employed as a geologist with L
ion Oil in California from 1949 through 1951 and again in summer 1952. Returning to K.U.
for his graduate studies, he was employed by the Kansas Geological Survey for the next t
decades.

Geology was generally neamalytical until the 1950s when work began on statistical
analyses of geological data and computer processing of the same. Dan recognized the va
those techniques and on returning to the Kansas Survey from a visit to Stanford University
1963, established and led a Geological Research Section that later morphed into other re:
units within the Survey. As a result, the Survey would publish 50 Computer Investigation S
ries of which Dan authored or-@uthored four and edited all. By 1969, Dan was in England
where he earned the MSc degree in geology at the University of Leicester that he followec
in 1975 with a Doctorate of Science (DSc). He earlier in 1971 had been appointed by Syr
University in New York as Jessie M. Heroy Distinguished Professor of Geology. He held tl
position for the next decade during nine years of which, he also chaired the Geology Depe
ment.

www.kgslibrary.com Continued on page 12 11
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Dan returned to his Kansas roots in 1981 to become the Endowment Association Dis-
tinguished Professor of the Natural Sciences and Chair of the Geology Department at Wicl
ita State University until 1987. He retired there in 1991 and moved to Lawrence, Kansas
and his Aoriginal homeo, the Kansas Geol
Senior Research Scientist. He retired from the Survey in 1997 and assumed emeritus stat
at both K.U and Wichita State.

His early interest in computer applications to geology placed Dan in the vanguard of
workers in that discipline. He was one of the founders of the International Association of
Mathematical Geosciences (IAMG) and edited its joudathematical Geologyfor eight
years. He edited various earth science journals and books published by Elsevier and Perg
mon Press and was editordieCompassthe journal of Sigma Gamma Epsilon, the earth
science honorary society, for eight years. He editedrdwesactions of the Kansas Acad-
emy of Science for ten yeaBuring his long career, Dan authored more than 300 books,
papers and maps, among which, his PhD dissertattmGeologic History of Kansgsuib-
lished as Kansas Geological Survey Bulletin 162 in 1963, has long served as an introduc-
tion and handbook for the stateds strat.i
sas.

His work was widely recognized and earned him many honors: the Krumbein Medal
from IAMG, the William Smith Medal from The Geological Society [of London, the
worl dos ol dest of such groups], the gol d
organization in Pribram, Czechoslovakia), the Haworth Distinguished Alumni Honors in
Geology from the University of Kansas and presidential citations from other professional
organizations. In 1979, he was appointed to the United States National Commission for
UNESCO by Cyrus Vance, then the U.S. Secretary of State. Dan was an honorary membe
of AAPG, IAMG, SEPM, Sigma Gamma Epsilon, The Kansas Geological Society, a Senior
Fellow of the Geological Society of America, and a Fellow of The Geological Society. He
was a past National president of Sigma Gamma Epsilon and emeritus member of Sigma X
the honorary research society and president of the Kansas Academy of Science for 1989.
Dan Merriam was a mentor and friend to students. He encouraged their participation in prc
fessional organizations and opened academic doors for them. A superb field geologist, he
literally would take a student by the hand and place it on a stratigraphic contact or structur
that they found difficult to perceive. While at Syracuse University, he organized and led
several student field trips to wedhown geological features in Europe. He knew many emi-
nent geologists and when they visited Kansas at his invitation or were encountered at a na
tional convention, he was sure to introduce any of his students who might be present. He
also was a knowledgeable historian of geological personages and places and authored se
eral extensive biographies of famous or notable geologists.

Dan is survived by Annie, his wife for 71 years, and four children: John, Anita, James
and Judith, five sisters and one brother. He was preceded in death by his parents and son
Daniel Francis Merriam II.

www.kgslibrary.com



Memorial

Jimmy Wayne Gowens
By Cheryl Gowens and Amber Hirschberg

The passing of Jimmy Gowens has left a gaping hole in the geologic
community and in many of our hearts as well. April 8, 2017 marked
the end of his 16 month battle withNéeho d g ki n6s Ly mp |
faced cancer with the same quiet tenacity and resiliency that he usec
to approach challenges throughout his life. Despite continual complications, he always gave
more than 100% and never compl ai ned. He |
and other personnel who treated him. His family is very grateful for the care and compassio
of the staff of Shawnee Mission Medical Center and the University of Kansas Hogpital.

of the milestones of Jimoés | i fe was Hiatrips i »
foll owed the route of Lewis and Cl ar k. |t
the Missouri River where these epic explorers began their joudn@ayalso loved astronomy
and the space program; some of his ashes will be launched into orbit later this year.

Jim was born in Batesville Arkansas to Ray and Inez Gowens. The family later moved
Corpus Christi Texas where Jim was raised, and where he married his high school sweethe
Cheryl. After serving in the Army, Jim completed his degree in Geology at Baylor in 1973.
His first job after graduation was for Texas Oil and Gas in Wichita. Six years later, Jim went
work for Floyd Wilson and the Reach Group. In 1987 the company became Hugoton Energy
with Jim as Exploration Manageln 1994 Hugoton Energy went public and Jim was VP of
Exploration; active all over the US looking for companies to buy, and drilling well$998
Hugoton Energy was bought out by Chesapeake Energy Corporation and they moved to Ok
homa City. Jim accepted an early retirement package in 2013. The couple returned to Kans:
living in the Kansas City area to be near family, and he continued to consult. Through the uy
and downs of the oil and gas industry, Jim always maintained his cheerful disposition and h:
was a great person to work with. His passion for learning was contadpouisig his 44 year
career, he looked for the best in others and always gave his best to loved ones and colleagt

Jim is survived by his wife, Cheryl; his daughters, Heather Knight of Overland Park,
Amber Hirschberg (Mike) of Hawthorne, NJ, and Amy Higgins (Andy) of Prairie Village; and
grandson, Matthew Hirschberg. He is also survived by brothers, Paul (Pat) of Austin, TX,
Frank (Mary) of St. Augustine, FL, Edwar
widow, Susan Reitman of Georgetown, TX.

A memorial has been established with the Kansas Geological Foundation end the farn
has asked that consideration be made to making donations to the American Cancer Society
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, National Park Service or Public Broadcast System.

We have received many notes of condolence and stories about Jim but we do not hav
room to publish them al/ in this bulleti:H

www.kgslibrary.com Continued on page 14 13



ethic, his ability to work hard while maintaining a great attitude, his ability to mentor, or his
great sense of humor. His daughter, Amber Hirschberg, posted a loving Facebook tribute to
dad included below.

My dad, Jimmy Wayne Gowens, passed away April 8th after 68 too short years on this eartt
Actually, he was pretty tall. (That would have cracked him up.)

If you knew him, you truly loved him.

If you worked with him, you learned from him.

If you met his wife, you knew she was his high school sweetheart. They celebrated 46 years
marriage in March.

If you heard he had three daughters, you felt sorry for him. Just kidding, we are awesome ar
he'd tell you the same.

I f you shook his hand, you said "geesh tF
heart.

If you heard him speak, he was making you laugh. Dad jokes, political jokes, geology jokes,
you name it.

If you smelled sawdust in his workshop, you were in awe of his skill and talent. Pen turning,
woodworking, cabinetry, he could do it all.

If you saw him with his feet up, you heard him snoring. It's genetic.

If you found out he was a philatelist, you had to Google it.

If you got to hear him recite Canterbury Tales in the original Old Englishywyeya seriously
impressed.

If you knew what he did for a living, you knew the common types of metamorphic rock. Don'
take them for granite.

If you saw his library you noticed he often read book series out of order. Not Always on pur-
pose.

If you meet his grandson and grandsoibte , you 6| | Kknow his sens
on.

Look up in the sky late in 2017; dad will be aboard the Celestis Memorial Spaceflight orbit-
ingtheearth So know t hat hedol | be | ooking down

helping of ice cream.

He loved PBS and The National Parks.

He was treated by and cared for at the University of Kansas Cancer Center, and Kansas Cit
Hospice House. He would wish others to be cured by the American Cancer Society, Leuken
& Lymphoma Society.

Consider donating and helping these causes that meant so much to him and his life.

Editor s Not e: Both Ernie Morrison and Wes Han
formercewor ker s of Ji més to send in their thoughts
these additional stories would fil!@ anot her cou

personal memorial.

14
www.kgslibrary.com



Memorial

Robert D. AGuso Messenger
By Debra FitzGerald

Robert D. 'Gus' Messinger was born March 19, 1930 and passed peacefully in his sleep on Fe
ruary 23, 2017 He is preceded in death by his wife, Marilyn, and his son, Bireadis survived by his
daughter, Debra (Brian) FitzGerald, sons Frank Messinger and Robert Messinger, Jr., grandson Fr
Messinger, granddaughter Chelsa (Jake) Messinger Buchanan, granddaughter Bevin (Whitney) Ak
grandson Jack (Cheryl) FitzGerald and two ggganhdchildren, with a third on the way.

Gus grew up in McKeesport, Pa., and was raised by his Dad and his Grandpap and
Grandma.His Grandpap, Gustav, came over from Germany when he was 13 years old and opened
local grocery store where 'little’ Gus spent most of his time when not playing baseball or f@atisall.
was recruited to play football for a college, Wichita University, in Wichita, Hs.came out by the
train on his own and played his way through college, earning an undergraduate and later, Masters
gree in Geology. There were many articles written about him and his athletic skills while he played
football at WU. During that time he met the love of his life, Marilyn, and he was devastated when
she passed away in 201Bogether they raised four children.

During that time he worked in oil and gas exploration and was very succddsfatarted at Pe-
troleum Inc., as did many Wichita geologists as it was a great training gréetidw geologists
there were Dick Linehan, Fred Stump, and Deane Jirildiss group, with their families, would travel
every summer to the Branson area to Mittens Resort for fun and fisBugeventually paired up
with Gene Falkowski and they started up F & M Oil Company along with a lifetime friendship. Dur-
ing the last years of his life he partnered up with his daughter, Debra FitzGerald, and together they
had a great time with exploration.

Gus also loved to share stories abouts## adventures, talk about geology, and politics, in the
fifth-floor lounge of Landmark Squar@he gathering area is filled with geologic maps, "donated"
chairs and couches, and reference matefihls area was occasionally used for a little betting, along
with a lot of coffee drinking, and a little beer drinking in the late afternoon. While there are still a fe
that gather, the group included: Bob Cowdery, Bill Shepherd, Dallas Donner, Arden Ratzlaff, Kent
Crisler, Tyler Sanders, Eldon Shirling, Jay MacNeil , Harvey Gough, Danny Klaus, Dave Barker, Bc
O'Dell, Bob Stozle, Tim Pierce, Mike Maune, Wes Hansen, Bobby Bass, and many more regulars &
occasional drofby friends.

Gus and Marilyn were blessed to travel the world and many of those trips were with a large gc
group of friends. They had many greatadventu®mn a tri p to | taly and
of Andrea Bocell i, they i ncluded a detour to
Gus to climb up on the wall to take pictures. He got the picture, but needless to say they were quic
requested to leave the property. Anyone who knew Gus knew of his LOVE for his wife and family,
the Steelers and the Shockers, and Geol&ys was a member of the Kansas Geological Society,
Kansas Geological Foundation, American Association of Petroleum Geologists, and was always a
generous contributor to the WSU athletic departm&iice his death there have been many contribu-
tions to the Kansas Geological Foundation in his memory for which his family is very grateful.

www.kgslibrary.com 15



Save the Date
KGS 2017 Golf Tourney

September 18, 2017

AAPG Section Meeting Updates

Eastern- Morgantown W. VA - Sept. 2427
Mid -Continent - Oklahoma City, OK - Sept. 300ct. 3

Gulf Coast San Antonio, TX- November 13

EDI TORGS NOTE:

In the far distant past, there was an effort to get the membership to agree to rece
ing the Bulletin online on the KGS website in pdf format. [, as well as the vast m
jority of the membership, opted to continue getting a mailed hard copy. In my cu
rent capacity as treasurer of the KGS, it has become apparent to me that we nee
really consider going to online only or possibly assessing a surcharge to covert
printing and mailing costs of the Bulletin. Our current costs of printing and mail-
ing the Bulletin are not covered by our declining advertising revenue. | welcome
input from the membership on this matter.

My email iswhansen4651@sbcglobal.net.

| will endeavor to come up with some hard numbers for the next issue. Obviousl
no changes will occur prior to the end of the current calendar year.

16
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO INCREASE YOUR PRODUCTIOhAT
FRACTION OF THE COST OF HORIZONTAL DRILLING?

Well Enhancement Services, LLGs jetting laterals utilizing new technology

and coiled tubing. We now have the ability to place hundreds of gallons of
hundreds of feet away from the well bore. This allows us to not only enhar
existing production but to produce reserves previously unreachable. It has
established itself by repeatedly increasing production in both new and exis
wells. Contact us for more information, questions or to schedule your next
well with WES.

Please Contact Us:

Phone: (785) 625155
Fax: (785) 6254151
Field: (785) 2594638

wesofhays@hotmail.com
Box 87, Schoenchen, KS 67667

ATap I nto successé. . with WES
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